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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Historical Society of East Hartford members and supporters: 

We trust that you are well, and following guidelines to stay safe and healthy. 

We are moving forward with the Hockanum School project, the Brewer House and its rose garden dedication plan, 

the training of docents, the historical houses plan, HSEH inventory and cataloguing, etc. We are also trying to work 

with other town organizations and commissions to create activities an make things happen. These and future 

projects and ideas are in dire need of membership participation and involvement if the society is to survive and 

prosper. If you are able to devote some time to lend a helping hand, please contact us and let us know.   

We are starting to furnish the Brewer House with period furniture and other items from the 1870s to the 1920s. If 

you have any items from this period that you would like to donate, please let us know. Also, stop by on Tuesdays 

between 9:30 and 2:00 to see the progress. Home Depot has offered to donate new carpeting for the stairs and 

foyer. We have picked out the color, and are awaiting word for when installation will occur. 

Mayor Michael Walsh is working with us to restore and renovate town owned historic buildings. We are working on 

a plan to make the corner of Main Street and Naubuc Avenue (where the Brewer House and Hockanum School are) 

the gateway to the h.istoric district. Again, your energy, ideas, and enthusiasm can make this plan a reality. 

Please contact us if you have any ideas, concerns, interests, suggestions to offer, or would like to volunteer some 

time. My phone is 860-528-4989 

Respectfully, 
Steven Strange, President 

 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY MARCH 16TH MEETING AT THE SELDEN BREWER 
HOUSE 

 
Members are welcome to join us at our March 16th, 2022 Historical Society meeting at the Selden Brewer House 

starting at 2pm. I’m optimistic that later this year we will again have meetings that include guest speakers, programs 

and even some snacks and coffee. There have been some encouraging signs of pandemic restrictions loosening up 

country-wide. We hope to once again return to the Library but we will look at alternative locations in town if we 

have to. 

Many of the items from the Thomas Dowd Collection that were donated to the Historical Society are still being 

accessioned by our dedicated volunteer staff. For me, the most fascinating find was locating my great, great grand- 



parents from the pages of the 1870 Town of East Hartford census 

(right). Norman A. Burke was noted as a saloon keeper and the 

proprietor of the Burnside House. Norman and his wife Maria had 

three children. His son William later became a trolley car 

motorman in Manchester and East Hartford. He was the father of 

my paternal grandmother. The Brzezicki family of Tennessee who 

made this generous contribution available, have also been kind to 

us with several new memberships to the Historical Society. 

Seventy-five percent of our Cultural Fund Operating Support 

Grant from Connecticut Humanities has been received in 

February. With these needed funds, we hope to furnish the Brewer 

House downstairs and set up some exhibitions that include many 

of our collections that formerly existed only behind closed doors. 

Later this year we would like to have limited opening hours where 

we could welcome visitors.  

The Selden Brewer House is located at 167 Main Street, East 

Hartford and parking is available in the front lot. For any 

questions, you can call me at 860-568-2884 and please leave a 

message. I will return your call. 

Craig Johnson, VP, Program Chair 

 
DOCENTS FOR THE MARTIN PARK BUILDINGS 

 
As it stands right now we have only two docents left, myself and Craig Johnson, who give tours at the complex at 

Martin Park. We both have been doing this for many years every summer for the months of July and August. 

I would like to extend an invitation to the Society’s membership in the hopes that we could get others to consider 

helping out as tour guides. Craig and I would be willing to train in a very simple and succinct way.  

Years ago there were more individuals who helped out so we could spread the docents out evenly in the summer 

and the responsibility was a shared one. We certainly hope that we do not have to discontinue this wonderful 

service created by Doris Suessman and her husband so very many years ago. If anyone is interested in accepting this 

invitation please contact me, Judy Hillmann, at my email address judithhillmann@sbcglobal.net. 

Judith Hillman, Membership 

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR MAILINGS TO HISTORIC HOMES 

 
We need volunteers to help serve on a committee to do a mailing to historic home owners in East Hartford. Please 

contact our president Steven Strange at 860-528-4989 if you would like to volunteer for this worthwhile endeavor. 

Please leave a message with your phone number should he not be available when you call. Perhaps one hour a week 

at the Brewer House at the convenience of those who volunteer. I thank you.           

Steven Strange, President 

The Norman Burke Family data in the 1870 

census of the Town of East Hartford. 

mailto:judithhillmann@sbcglobal.net


HISTORICAL SOCIETY JOINED IN COMMEMORATING ROGER OLMSTED 
REMEMBRANCE DAY ON FEBUARY 22 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
HSEH Members Marianne and Gary Roy submitted the following information on the ceremony honoring 
Roger Olmsted of East Hartford killed in WWII at the Battle of Iwo Jima:  
 
“To remember and honor the life and sacrifice of Roger W. Olmsted, Support Our Survivors of Iwo Jima, 

the Historical Society of East Hartford and the Town of East Hartford are teaming up to declare Tuesday, 

February 22, 2022 as Roger Olmsted Remembrance Day.  

“East Hartford Mayor, Mike Walsh, will present and read a Proclamation at the Town Hall flag pole followed by a 
raising of the Iwo Jima Flag. Immediately after, a wreath will be placed at Roger Olmsted's grave in Center 
Cemetery. The public is invited to attend the event which begins at 10:00 a.m. For details, please call Gary Roy at 
860-810-8736. 
 
“Other East Hartford town residents who participated honorably in the Battle of Iwo Jima and survived are Robert 
Bedard and Robert DeGroat.”  

 
HSEH Members Marianne and Gary Roy 

 
 
 



Briefly, Who Was 2Lt Roger Wolcott Olmsted? 
 
The following biographical information was taken from a newspaper article for Lt Olmsted’s funeral 
services. The newspaper is unknown at this time. [The Hartford Courant has a similar article with less 
details on Wednesday March 14, 1945.] The newspaper article along with the photos below were found in 
searching for Lt Olmsted at https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/39215891/roger-wolcott-olmsted 

 

 
 “He was born in East Hartford, September 28, 1920, [the son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Robert D Olmsted of East Hartford] and was 
graduated from East Hartford High School in 1939. He Was a 
member pf the high school football and track teams. He 
entered the University of Connecticut in 1939, where he was a 
member of the varsity track and football teams. He was 
captain of the track team in 1943.” 
“Lieutenant Olmsted enlisted in the Marines in 1942 and was 
allowed to complete his senior year at the University of 
Connecticut. In June, 194, 1943, he was sent to Parris Island for 
basic training which was completed at Quantico, Va., where 
he was commissioned second lieutenant.” 
“Lieutenant Olmsted was killed in action during the invasion 
of Iwo Jima, February21, 1945. He was an officer in the 21st 
Regiment, Third Marine Corps Division, the first regiment to 
land on the island. More than half of his company were 
casualties in the landing.”   
Besides his parents, he left his wife, the former Dorothy Bailey 
of Middletown. 
He was buried with military honors in Center Cemetery, East 
Hartford, Connecticut. 

 
 

 
 
 
To the left is his registration card. Below is his 

 marker.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 

DOES ANYONE HAVE STORIES TO 
SHARE ABOUT THIS BUSINESS 

THAT ONCE STOOD ON CHURCH 
CORNERS? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Historians and genealogists now have The [Manchester Evening] Herald archives online. Here's an East Hartford 
car ad. It's from the 3/15/1929 Herald, found here: 
http://www.manchesterhistory.org/News/Manchester%20Evening%20Hearld_1929-03-15.pdf 
Or browse all the issues here:  

http://www.manchesterhistory.org/News/NEWS_YearsIndex.html 

 
Member Susan Barlow 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Historical Society of East Hartford 
 

Mail:   PO Box 380166, E Hartford, CT, 06138-0166 
Phone:  860-528-0716 
Email:  webmaster@hseh.org  put ‘ehhs’ on subject line 
Web site: http://www.hseh.org 
Membership: 860-528-0716, Sept 1-Aug 31 
 indiv $20,    1 address $25,  student $10, 

patron $50,  lifetime $250 
mail check, name, addr, email to PO Box above 
 

Deadline May Newsletter – May 1, 2022 
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